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MEMOIRS OF JOSEPH STURGE. 
(Continued from page 179.) 

The signal once given, the agitation spread 
with great rapidity throughout the country. 

Everywhere the personal testimony of Mr. 
Sturge and his colleagues, whose veracity and 
disinterestedness were beyond impeachment, 
told with immense effect upon the public mind. 

The first attempt to give effect by Parliamen- 
tary action to the sentiment thus created in the 
country, was made by Lord Brougham in the 
House of Lords. Like most of those who had 
been parties to the measure of 1832, his lord- 
ship was, at first, extremely averse to any pro- 
posal tending to disturb that settlement. But 
when at length he was induced to examine the 
budget of evidence brought by Mr. Sturge and 
Mr. Scoble from the West Indies, as to the oper 
ation of the Apprenticeship Act, his indiffer 
ence was changed into the liveliest indignation, 
and on February 20, 1838, he delivered one of 
the most masterly and eloquent speeches that 
ever fell even from his lips. The speech he con- 
cluded by moving a series of resolutions of 
which one was to the effect, ‘ That it is expedi- 
ent that the period of predial apprenticeship in 
all the colonies should cease and determine on 
August 1, 1838.’ But when the division was 
taken only seven peers were found to vote for 
the resolution. 

The only hope that now remained was in 
making an appeal to the representatives of the 
people, over whom, of course, the public opinion 
that was so rife out of doors, might be expected 
to exercise much greater sway than it could on 
our hereditary legislators. That this appeal 


might be rendered as effectual as possible, there | 
was another call of delegates on the eve of the 
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day when the question was to be submitted to 
the House of Commons. On March 27, three 
hundred and sixty-four gentlemen met at Exeter 
Hall to reiterate their determination never to 
rest satisfied until every form and vestige of 
slavery was swept from the face of the British 
dominions. On the 29th, Sir George Strickland 
proposed, and Joseph Pease seconded the reso- 
lution that had been agreed upon by the abo- 
litionists, to the effect that the apprenticeship 
should cease on August 1, 1838. There was 
great excitement in the House. For days and 
weeks previously, petitions, having altogether 
upwards of a million signatures, had been 
pouring in, in a full stream, from all parts of the 
kingdom. 

The whole weight of the government was 
thrown into the scale against the motion, and af- 
ter two nights’ debate it was defeated by a major- 
ity of 54 in a house of 484. But the wonder 
is, nt that it was defeated, but that its promoters 
succeeded in commanding 215 votes on the di- 
vision. For in truth it was a very singular con- 
test, such an one as is seldom seen in Parlia- 
ment. It was wholly removed from party in- 
terests or sympathies. All the leaders of the 
great parties, as we have already observed, were 
against the abolitionists. Nota single man of 
the high official class, from either side of the 
House, and, indeed, hardly any man who ever 
bore a conspicuous part in the debates, except 
Mr. O'Connell and Dr. Lushington, spoke or 
voted in their favor. It was a struggle between 
the moral and religious sentiment of the coun- 
try, and the obstinacy of a routine officialism, 
which rallied round it all placemen, past, pres- 
ent, and to come. We need not wonder that, 
under the circumstances, the friends of imme- 
diate emancipation felt that virtually they had 
achieved a great moral triumph. Instead, there- 
fore, of being disheartened, they prepared to 
renew the conflict. 

Inspired by the unflagging faith and cour- 
age of Joseph Sturge, the campaign, as usual, 
was opened at Birmingham. On April 19, a 
town meeting, called by the high bailiff, was 
held at the Town Hall, and petitions for the im- 
mediate abolition of the apprenticeship were 
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again adopted, and this example was followed 
throughout the whole district. As the same mo- 
tion could not be brought before Parliament a 
second time during the same session, the diffi- 
culty was evaded by altering its terms. Instead, 
therefore, of asking, that the apprenticeship 
should terminate on August 1, it was resolved to 
propose that ‘ negro apprenticeship in the Brit- 
ish colonies should immediately cease and deter- 
mine.’ Notice of motion to this effect was gi® 
en by Sir Eardley Wilmot for May 22. Once 
more the summons was sent forth to the friends 
of the slave, and ouce more, being the third 
time within six months, the delegates repaired 
in large numbers to London. But the House 
itself had grown more indifferent to the subject, 
and the attendance, therefore, on the appointed 
day, was comparatively thin, arising, partly, per- 
haps, from the suspicion that the abolitionists 
were hardly in earnest in their declared inten- 
tion to bring the matter forward, or at least to 
push it to a division a second time. But who- 
ever counted on this did not know the men. 
Sir Eardley Wilmot moved his resolution, which 
was seconded by C. P. Villiers, and although 
the ministers put up Lord Stanley, the most ac- 


complished orator in their ranks and the author | 


of the Apprenticeship Act, to oppose the mo- 
tion, they were defeated by a majority of three 
The galleries, as usual on such occasions, were 
crowded with Quakers and other abolitionists, 
among whom was ‘Thomas Fowell Buxton (not 
then himself a member of the House), drawn 
there by his intense interest in the subject, 
even though he questioned the expediency of 
the movement, and had refused to join in it. 
But when the result became known, he had a 
heart too generous and too true to the cause of 
the slave not to exult in the suecess which he 
had previously deemed impossible. Writing to 
a friend, describing the scene that ensued, when 
the division was declared, he says, with that 
pleasant touch of humor which gives such a 
charm to some of his letters :— 
Atbeneum, May 23d, 1838. 

‘I must write a line to tell*you that Sturge 
and that party, whom we thought all in the 
wrong, are proved to be allin the right. A 
resolution for the immediate abolition of the 
apprenticeship was carried by a majority - 
three last night. The intelligence was received 
with such a shout by the Quakers (myself among | 
the number), that we strangers were all turned 
out for rioting! I am right pleased.’ 

The Government, however, still refused to; 
yield. Within a week of the day when Sir Kardley 
Wilmot’s resolution was carried, they persuad- 
ed the House of Commons into a vote, virtually 
rescinding its previous decision. But it mat-| 
tered not. The sentence of death had been' 
pronounced upon slavery by the voice of the 
British nation, and the ungracious intervention | 
of those in power on its behalf did not avail 


REVIEW. 


to prolong its execrable existence. The West 
India colonies had been no uomindful observers 
of the remarkable scenes transacting in Eng- 
land, and after so unequivocal an expression of 
the public feeling, which they knew well, from 
the character of the men at the head of the 
movement, would be only repeated the next 
session with a still louder emphasis, they be- 
came aware that they could no longer keep hold 
of their prey. The colonial legislators, alarmed 
at the agitation in England, and with the 
avowed wish, it possible, to prevent its further 
progress, determined themselves to confer lib- 
erty on their bondsmen. Barbados, Grenada, 
St. Vincent, St. Kitts, Nevis, Montserrat, the 
Virgin Islands, and, at last, Jamaica, passed 
Acts, declaring the apprenticeship at an end, 
and the slaves free on August 1, 1838, the very 
cay proposed by the British abolitionists. The 
letters that now poured in upon Joseph Sturge 
from the missionaries in the West Indies show 
how full of joy, almost to bursting, their hearts 
were at seeing their poor flocks on the eve of 
being rescued from the hands of the oppressor. 
Well acquainted with the state of opinion in 
the colonies, they never seemed to have had a 
misgiving as to the issue when they saw the 
flame that had been kindled in England by Mr. 
Sturge and his colleagues on their return. 
Writing to Mr. T. Harvey on July 7, 1838, he 
gives a hasty summary of some of the communi- 
cations he had just received from these good men. 


‘ As Edmund is going to send a letter, I have 
concluded to forward thee a parcel with some 
of the cheering news received this morning 
from Jamaica. Phillippo writes on the back of 
his letter, up to the 10th of last month, “ The 
Act has passed without a dissentient voice ; on 
the Ist of August next Jamaica will be free.”’ 
In his letter he says ; “ Last evening, when the 
result of the bill could not be mistaken, I held 
a meeting for thanksgiving to Almighty God 
for the joyous event. The hearts of the people 
seemed filled with gratitude to overflowing. On 
the Ist of August [ expect we shall havea day 
of sacred joy unparalleled in the history of the 
world.” Knibb writes after he had heard of 
the division on Sir George Strickland’s motion : 
‘* Your defeat is a victory, and so the ministry 
will find it. The mighty moral force you have 
put forth cannot be resisted, nor can I doubt 
that the triumph is yours The ministry might 
have had the glory, but it now belongs to the 
omnipotence of public opinion.” In another 
letter he says: ‘“* My heart is too full to write 
in any connected manner ; I breathe a freer air ; 
my spirit bounds with gratitude; I see in this 
act, tyranny abashed and confounded before 
truth, and I hear (sweet music!) the expiring 
groans of oppression throughout the world. 
Your kindness will excuse the haste of this. I 
could not help writing, my heart was so full. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is with- 
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in me bless his holy name.” I have letters also 
by the last two packets from Burchell, Baines, 
Tinson, Lyon, and Anderson. I cannot spare 
these letters at present, as [ want to refer to 
one or two of them at a missionary meeting to- 
morrow.” 

When the West Indies had thus, at last, been 
obliged to accept emancipation as inevitable, 
there was no course open or possible to the 
British Government but to acquiesce in and 
ratify the decisions of the colonial legislatures, 
and an act was accordingly passed, which, as 
Edward Baines, Sen., then member for Leeds, 
said, ‘though certainly not looking to acts of 
Parliament fog eloquence, contained a passage 
which appear2d to him oneof the most eloquent 
he knew of, either in history or legislation.’ 
Here it is :—‘That from the first day of August 
1838, all and every the persons hitherto held 
in slavery within any British colony shall be to 
all intents and purposes free and discharged of 
and from all manner of slavery, and shall be ab- 
solutely and for ever manumitted ; and that the 
children to be born of such persons, and the 
offspring of such children, shall in like manner 
be free from their birth, and that from and af- 
ter the Ist of August, slavery shall be and is 
hereby utterly and for ever abolished through- 
out the British colonies, plantations, and pos- 
sessions.’ Lord Brougham, in a speech deliv- 
ered in the House of Lords on the 16th of July, 
just after the tidings that Jamaica, the last to 
adopt such a measure, had passed an Emanci- 
pation Act, thus referred to the agency, by 
which this great triumph of freedom had been 
achieved :— 

‘ He gave honor to those men who had been 
the objects of calumny which they regarded not, 
of suspicions which they despised, of vitupera- 
tion which they allowed to pass by them as 
the empty air; he gave to such men as Joseph 
Sturge, John Scoble, Josiah Conder, and George 
Thompson, with whom he had been united as a 
most humble but most zealous coadjutor, the 
glory of that day, being as thoroughly persuaded 
as he was of his own existence, that, but for 
their efforts, that day would not have dawned 
upon them.’ 

When the Ist of August arrived, there was 
a great commemorative festival held at Bir- 
mingham. In the morning, a large number of 
the children of the day and Sunday schools 
were assembled and entertained at the Town 
Hall, after which they marched in procession to 
a piece of ground in Legge Street, where, in 
the presence of an immense assemblage of per- 
sons, Joseph Sturge laid the foundation for new 
schools, to be called ‘ The Negro Emancipation 
Schools.’ In the evening theré was a public 
meeting at the Town Hall, with Sir Eardley 
Wilmot in the chair. The large room was filled 
to its utmost capacity, the platform being oc- 
eupied by Mr. O’Connell, Dr. Lushington, Ed- 


ward Baines, Charles Lushington, Benjamin 

Hawes, and a large number of the friends of 

the cause from various parts of the kingdom. 
(To be continued.) 
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Says Spencer, “It is of vast importance to 
gain the confidence and affection of those whom 
we would lead to truth and salvation: for what 
begins in kindness and tenderness of affection 
may end in that peace of God which passeth 
understanding. Convictions are often stifled 
by being suppressed. The communion of saints 
is one way to attain communion with God.” 
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For Friends’ Review. 
FIRST-DAY AFTERNOON. 


[The following article is republished from 
our Eleventh volume at the request of a friend. | 


We are told on the highest of all authority 
that “the Sabbath was made for man, and not 
man for the Sabbath,” and it therefore becomes 
the duty of man to use the day in such a manner 
that it may promote his religious improvement, 
without reference to any inherent holiness in 
the day itself. I have never known any who 
were in the practice of allowing their worldly 
business, (except attention to the necessaries 
of life,) to encroach upon any portion of that 
day, who did not lose, in a serious degree, their 
life in religion, and their faithfulness in serving 
God. And it cannot well be otherwise, when 
in addition to the six entire days devoted to 
worldly matters, these are allowed to invade 
largely the only remaining day in the seven. 

It often happens in the country, where there 
is butone meeting for divine worship on First- 
day, that to young people, (and even sometimes 
to older,) the afternoon, if wholly devoted to 
private religious reading, becomes dull and 
wearisome. Hence, some are tempted to resort 
to social visiting, without reflecting that indul- 
gence in the frivolous conversation which often 
characterizes such visiting, the encroachment 
on the time of the visited who may desire re- 
tirement, and the heavy drudgery often inflic- 
ted on those who have to provide entertain- 
ment on that day, are, taken altogether, worse 
even than to be actually engaged in solitary 
labor. 

To render these portions of time both inter- 
esting and instructive, is worthy of much 
effort ; and as a small contribution to this ob- 
ject, I am induced to offer to the readers of this 
journal, a short account of an instructive mode 
of social enjoyment for First-day afternoon. 

The adult members of two or three Friends’ 
families in the same neighborhood, with a few 
of the older children, meet at one of their dwell- 
ings ata stated hour, and read in retation pas- 
sages of Scripture selected in the following 
manner. A question is given out the previous 
week, admitting of a large number of passages 
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for answers; and each person, at asuitable time 
during the week, makes selections, inserting 
paper marks with references to each. When 
they assemble, all read in turn a passage or an- 
swer at a time, till the selectionsare read. To 
prevent prolixity, the number of verses in each 
passage is not to exceed five—the number of 
passages may be ten to thirty by each person. 
Care should be taken that the exercise be not 
continued so long as to become dull or tedious. 
The question should be of such a nature as to 
afford a great extent of selection, and not so 
confined in its meaning as to abridge the chance 
for many answers. The following are specimens 
of the subjects which have been chosen for this 
purpose : 

What are the most poetical passages of Scrip- 
ture! 

What important truths are taught by ques- 
tions ? 

What are the most remarkable miracles in the 
Old and New Testaments ? 

What are the most striking prophecies of the 
coming of Christ ? 

What aré the most pathetic passages 7 

Which are the most comforting and cheer- 
ing ? 

Which contain descriptions or allusions to 
rural scenery or rural affairs ? 

Which are the most comprehensive exposi- 
tions of general duty ? 

What passages contain the most beautiful 
language ? 

What are favorite passages as practical 
truths ? 

What are most adverse to war or the spirit 
of revenge ? 

What are the most interesting in the form of 
exclamation ? 

What passages indicate or enjoin earnestness 
in serving God? 

The selection of passages for answers to these 
questions, leads to thorough examination of the 
Bible in its different parts, in an understanding 
manner, and the reading of the whole collec- 
tively, by each in turn, forms a most interesting 
as well as instructive occupation for the time. 

There may be cases where a single family, if 
isolated, may adopt this exercise to great ad- 
vantage. 


Which way does the tree lean ?—“ If the tree 
fall toward the south, or toward the north, in 
the place where the tree falleth, there it shall 
be.” Eecl. 11: 3. There is a solemn meaning 
couched under this metaphor. The tree will 
not only lie as it falls, it will also fall as it leans. 

And the great question which every one 
ought to bring home to his own bosom without 
a moment's delay, is this: What is the incli- 
nation of my soul ? Does it, with all its affec- 
tions, lean toward God, or from bim ? 


J. J. Gurney. 


REVIEW. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF BALTI- 
MORE YEARLY MEETING, 1864. 


[This meeting is composed of the Quarterly 
Meetings of Baltimore and Dunving’s Creek— 
the latter in Pennsy!vania—and the Half Year’s 
Meeting of Virginia, from which no report was 
received, intercourse being prevented by the 
war. } 

At a Yearly Meeting of Friends, held in 
Baltimore, for the Western Shore of Maryland, 
Virginia, and the adjacent parts of Pennsyl- 
vania, by adjournments from the 24th of the 
10th month, to the 27th of the same, inclusive, 
1864. 

[The following Friends were in attendance 
from other Yearly Mectings with certificates, 
viz :—Joseph James Neave and his companion 
William Norton, of London Yearly Meeting ; 
Samuel Bettle of Philadelphia; Isaac Jay and 
John Henry Douglass of Indiana; Eliz. L. 
Comstock of New York, and Mary Elliott of 
Ohio. 

Epistles addressed to this Meeting were read 
from London, Dublin, New England, New 
York, North Carolina, Ohio, Indiana, Western 
and lowa Yearly Meetings. 

The reading of these tokens of the brotherly 
regard and Christian interest of our dear 
Friends throughout our wide-spread Society has 
beén a comfort to us, drawing our hearts to 
them in Gospel love and fellowship, and 
strengthening our hands for the responsible 
duties which devolve upon us at this time. 
The epistle from North Carolina has been pe- 
culiarly acceptable, separated as we are from 
them by the lines of war—precious indeed is 
this evidence that contending armies cannot 
disturb that love which is in Christ, and which 
makes us one in Him, seeking each other’s wel- 
fare, and the spread of that Kingdom, which 
breathes peace on earth and good-will to men. 

Afternoon. John Scott, on behalf of the Rep- 
resentatives, reported that they had conferred 
together, and were united in proposing Francis 
T. King, for clerk, and James Curey, for as- 
sistant clerk, which was united with by the 
meeting, and they were accordingly appointed. 

The London General Epistle was read to our 
comfort and edification, and that its clear go:pel 
truths and practical teachings may be circulated 
among our members generally, the meeting di- 
rected that five hundred copies of it be re- 
printed for distribution, to attend to which, are 
appointed Miles White and Thomas G. Ed- 
mundson, who were directed to draw upon the 
treasurer for the expense incurred. 

An appeal from our Friends of Westen 
Yearly Meeting on behalf of the Kansas Indians 
was received and read, awakening much inter- 
est in their behalf. While way does not open 
for us to act in a Yearly Meeting capacity, we 
commend the benevolent undertaking to the in- 
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emplary life and conversation, as examples to 
hose around them. May they hold all our 


dividual liberality of our members. Our clerk | 


is directed to furnish the Committee of Western | 








Yearly Meeting, on Indian Concerns, with a 
copy of this Minute. 

The revision of our Book of Discipline was 
brought before us by a Minute from last Yearly 
Meeting, and after a time of serious and 
weighty consideration, it was concluded to com- 








meetings in the power of God—turn from man 
to the great High Priest, through whom all 
our worship must be offered; and however 
weak and poor we may be, yet by a steadfast 
looking and calling upon God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the baptizing power of his 


mit the revision of it to the Meeting for Suffer-| Holy Spirit will be given us, that Christ may 
ings to report to this meeting next year. arise in our hearts, gathering and convincing 

Third-day, 25th.—The Queries and Answers, | to His standard. 
as far as the third, inclusive, were read, and} Every believer in the Lord Jesus is a priest 
the further consideration of them was referred | unto God—we all stand upon equal ground in 
to our next sitting. his sight—there are diversities of gifts, but the 

Afternoon.—The remaining Queries and An-|same spirit—a manifestation of which is given 
swers were read, and a summary adopted to|to every man to profit withal. 
represent the present condition of this meet- God deals with us by His providence, as 
ing. well as by His grace. The smallness of our 

This Yearly Meeting has been one of marked | number entails on us increased responsibilities 
favor. The blessed Master, who has promised | in the sight of our Heavenly Father—we can- 
to be in the midst of the two or three who meet | not plead ignorance—we have been taught and 
in His name, has been gracicusly pleased to| we have been visited by his Holy Spirit—the 
crown our sittings, from day to day, with His| power and the love of our Heavenly Father 
presence, contriting our hearts and animating | are not lessened—His cause is no less precious 
us with increased desires to love and serve |—let the time past suffice—cease lamenting our 
Him. weakness and poverty, and yield to the convert- 

We would seek to convey to our dear absent | ing power of God—to the tender visiting of the 
members some of the exercises and feelings} Holy Spirit—upholding a practical spiritual re- 
which have comforted and strengthened us, |ligion, without fear. 
but are made to feel that the power and fresh-| Fourth-day, 26th.—The following acceptable 
ness of such precious visitations as have been | report was received from the Committee on In- 
mercifully granted us at this time cannot be| dian Concerns, viz :— 
conveyed by letter, without they are sealed| 7» the Yearly Meeting :— 
upon the heart by the Holy Ghost. May the} Through the acting Committee of Indiana 
Lord grant to us all the witness of his blessed} Yearly Meeting, we are enabled to present the 
Spirit, and draw us unto Himself, in prayerful | following satisfactory report of the condition of 
desires to serve and love Him with increased |our joint establishment among the Shawnee 
dedication of heart. Indians. 

The sympathy of the meeting has been| “ It is now carried on by contract with James 
turnéd to our members who are scattered in{and Rachel Stanley, and has fully sustained 
their separated meetings and isolated families, | itself; the receipts from the Shawnee School 
in the expansive feeling of Christian love and| Fund through the Agent of the Chief and 
interest. Our unwearied enemy, who seeks to| Council, being ample to pay all expenses. 
lay waste and destroy the work of the Lord,| James Stanley, the superintendent, and Frank- 
often operates in the way of discouragements | lin Coggeshall, the teacher, report the attend- 
in our smaller meetings, but we may remember | ance of 76 Shawnee children the past year, 33 
that larger meetings also have their trials and | boys and 43 girls, 45 of whom are full orphans, 
discouragements. and quite an improvement in their habits and 

In our respective allotments, where the Lord | general deportment. They have been taught 
has placed us, we should have a single eye to| to work, and efforts are made to induce them to 
Him, seeking morning by morning to draw nigh| uniformly use the English language. A por- 
to Him who careth for us, and as we thus en-|tion of scripture is read to them after break- 
deavor humbly to be found discharging our| fast with the whole family, and the school is 
duties in our providential allotment, we shall| opened by reading a portion thereof, with ques- 
be better prepared to receive those secret inti-| tions and explanations. Scriptural instruction 
mations which the Christian may expect to feel | is also given First-day, morning and afternoon, 
in every important undertaking. We would| with endeavors at all times to guard them from 
encourage all to trust in the promises of Him| the many evils by which they are surrounded. 
who has said He would be with the twoorthree| ‘ The small-pox broke out in the school du- 
who meet in His name; for faithfulness brings|ring the winter, materially lessening it, and 
fruitfuloess. causing the employees much labor and trouble, 

We desire that our members may seek to up-| there having been 30 cases, with however but 
hold our principles and testimonies through ex-| three deaths. The title to the farm remains as 
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at last report—nothing can be effected until a 
Treaty, now in waiting, is ratified by Congress.” 
The following is our Treasurer’s Report : 


now in attendance from other Yearly Meetings 
produced them ; they were read and approved, 
and the clerk was directed to make the endorse- 


































Balance on hand as reported last year, $998 13] ments accordingly. . 
Awount received from Asher Brown, 55578| Epistles to our brethren of other Yearly 

‘- . Nathan Craven, 18 03) Meetings were produced by the committee, 
Interest, 195 03 


read and approved, and the clerk was directed 
to transcribe, sign and forward them. 

Now that the business of the meeting has 
drawn to a close, we are led to remember with 
grateful hearts, that the Lord has helped and 
blessed us; we met in great poverty and weak- 
ness, but he has been pleased to hear our cries 
and manifest Himself in our midst, as He 
promised, to the two or three who meet in His 
name. 

With the uncertainties of the future before 
us, we separate under deep feeling, commend- 
ing each other, our brethren who are separated 
from us, and the cause which is dear to us all, 
to the merciful care and preservation of our 
Heavenly Father, to meet again next year, if 
it be His will. Francis T. Kine, 

Clerk to the Meeting. 


- —~e—- 


$1,767 57 
Signed on behalf of the committee, 


_ Francis T. Kina, Clerk. 
Baltimore, 10th Month 24th, 1864. 


The minutes of the Meeting for Sufferings 
were read and approved. Much interest was 
felt in the extended labors of that meeting 
during the past year, and this meeting encour- 
ages it to continued effort as way may open and 
ability be received. 

Fifth-day, 27th.—The committee to visit the 
Subordinate Meetings and the members com- 
posing them, made the following report, which 
was acceptable to the meeting—we were afresh 
introduced into feeling and sympathy on behalf 
of the members of our scattered meetings and 
isolated families, and the committee was con- 
tinued and encouraged to further labor, as way 
may open for it, viz: 

To the Yearly Meeting now sitting :— 

The Cowwmittee continued last year to visit 
our Subordinate Meetings and members, as way 
might open, report, that they have given atten- 
tion to their appointment. 

Several of our members attended Centre 
Monthly Meeting, and Dunning’s Creek Quar- 
terly Meeting, held at Bellefonte, in the 
Twelfth Month, 1863, and in the Sixth and 
Ninth Months, 1864, and some of the families 
belonging thereto. 

Through the course of the year some of the 
committee have several times attended Deer 
Creek Monthly Meeting, and all the families of 
that meeting have been visited. Montgowery 
Indulged Meeting has been frequently attend- 
ed, and the members seen at their houses; the 
meeting and families of Monallen bave also been 
visited. Clearfield and Washington have not 
been reached during the past year. 

In attending to the service to which they 
have been called, the committee has felt much 
sympathy with our remote meetings, and mem- 
bers, in their scattered and stripped condition. 
They thankfully acknowledge that help has 
been affo:ded to Jabor amongst them, and ex- 
teud such counsel and advice as way opened 
for. They would earnestly recommend that 
the care and oversight of the Yearly Meeting 
should continue to be extended to our distant 
meetings and members. 

On behalf of the Committee, 

Joun Scort, 
Dexsorau C. THOMAS. 

The committee to prepare endorsements to be 

placed on the minutes of brethren and sisters 





LETTER FROM DAVID SANDS. 
WATERFORD, IRELAND, 8th mo. 11th, 1798. 
My Dear WirE— 

In that love that changeth not I most affec- 
tionately salute thee. In my last I informed thee 
that I was recovering from a very severe fit of 
sickness, which prevented my travelling for 
nearly four months, which has detained me in 
this nation to witness an awful scene of distress 
and destruction, both of.lives and property. I 
had previously a prospect of what was likely to 
come upon this nation, and much desired to 
make my escape before it did come, but was 
not permitted ; and can now say that I believe 
my being here at this time, is in the ordering of 
best wisdom; as Friends seemed quite unac- 
quainted with such trials, which have come upon 
them from various quarters. And though they 
were often warned of what was coming, yet all 
would not believe. But now tley need no orator 
to change their minds. I have had many trials 
in this land, yet have been carried through all 
thus far. I am now favored with better health 
than I have been since arriving in this nation. 
My return this fall seems doubtful at present, 
but for thy comfort I may say that I have met 
with many things that have been as seals to the 
propriety of my present detention, and of its 
being in the appointment of the Head of the 
Church. Some convincement has appeared in 
the course of my late journey, and that amongst 
the men mighty in war. A person who had 
long approved himself one of the most fearless 
and undaunted, and an officer of no inferior 
rank, having sat with us in several meetings 
which I had in a town that had been besieged, 
and many lives lost, and from which the clergy 
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had fled, invited me to his house to breakfast, 
which I felt easy to accept. After it was over, 
I had a religious opportunity with himself and his 
family. He was much tendered and reached, 
as he had been in meeting before. He arose, 
and stripping off his military clothes, and laying 
by his sword, asked for some other garments, 
saying to his wife and children, “I shall never 
fight more, for I am convinced it is not in ac- 
cordance with the spirit of Christ. Lama 
Quaker.” Since this, he appears very solid, 
and I hope he will make a valiant man in the 
cause of Christ. Many others seemed inclined 
towards Friends of late. I mention these things 
for the encouragement of thyself and our dear 
children, whom I long to see; but whether I 
ever shall, is uncertain; and I hope, if I never 
do, we will persevere onward in that line that 
will bring us together in a better world. I 
think a more tried man is scarcely to be found, 
though I do not wish to magnify my difficulties. 
I know there is nosuch thing as being a soldier 
and not have to undergo hardship. Farewell, 
my beloved wife: affectionately thine, 
Davip SAnDs. 





Flowers are God’s undertone of encourage- 
ment to the children of men,—-but believers, 
only, hear the utterance. 

se-scnasttliincacasl 
EPISTLE FROM FRIENDS IN TASMANIA. 
To the Meeting for Sufferings of the Society of Friends, 
tn London. 

Dear Frienps,—The time fixed at our last 
meeting for the holding of our annual gather- 
ing having arrived, we have been favored to 
assemble, and, as ability has been mercifully 
afforded us, have earnestly sought to know what 
may be required of us individually or collect- 
ively for the advancement of the cause of Truth, 
and to attend to the duties devolving upon us 
as a religious Society. 

In the course of our proceedings we were led 
to look back at the first institution of this meet- 
ing, which has now been held for thirty years, 
and were comforted in the assurance that it had 
been in right order, and often graciously owned 
by the Great Head of the Church. 

Although our position with respect to Lon- 
don Yearly Meeting has been recently altered, 
and we neither possess, nor claim to possess, 
more jurisdiction than that of an ordinary 
Monthly Meeting, yet this meeting being held 
annually, and all subjects of particular interest 
which occur in the course of the year being re- 
ferred to it, as well as preparing answers to the 
queries to be forwarded to your meeting, it 
gives to Friends residing at a distance from the 
metropolis the opportunity of once in the year 
meeting with their brethren, and uniting with 
them in travail for the welfare of the church, 
for the edifying of each other in love, and 
for attending to subjects affecting the Society 
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wherein the judgment of Friends at large is 
desirable. On these accounts we think it would 
not be well to discontinue it, even in the pros- 
pect of the establishment of a General Meeting 
for the Australian Colonies. 

In the drawing up the Answers to the Que- 
ries forwarded herewith, we were led weightily 
to dwell on the important inquiries thus brought 
before the meeting. On the fourth Query 
much was expressed in reference to “a relig- 
ious life and conversation consistent with our 
Christian profession.” We trust the exercise 
of the meeting will be productive of benefit to 
all, that the advice handed forth will, under 
the Divine blessing, fall into good ground, and 
yield fruit abundantly to the praise of the 
Great Husbandman. 

We long that the dear youth amongst us may 
in the morning of their days be found dedi- 
cating themselves to the service of their Crea- 
tor, and that the elder brethren and sisters may 
in all respects be examples to the flock, that 
both elder and younger may be found enlisted 
in the service of our Holy Redeemer. 

The Queries not to be answered were read 
and solemnly dwelt under. The close enquiries 
they bring before each individual we fervently 
desire may be taken home by every one, and 
under the gracious influences of the Holy Spirit 
have a ballowing effect on our daily life. 

Our Friend Thomas Mason, resident in New 
Zealand, has again been subjected to trial; the 
military operations in that country having 
brought him into difficulty. He and his sons, 
however, were strengthened to uphold our 
Christian testimony against all war; and his 
two sons, who were drawn for the militia, have 
been relieved from the penalties consequent 
upon their refusal to bear arms. We transmit 
herewith a copy of one of our minutes, which 
will more fully inform you of the position of 
our dear friend, with whom we have been afresh 
introduced into sympathy. 

Since our last meeting, our correspondents 
have addressed Epistles to the various meetings 
in the Southern Hemisphere, with the: excep- 
tion of Queensland. In every instance but one, 
information has been received of the communi- 
cations having reached their destination ; but 
we are not yet favored with a reply. We have 
had, however, present at our several sittings, a 
Friend belonging to Melbourne Meeting, who 
came purposely to attend, and whose company 
has been acceptable. 

The General Epistle of the Yearly Meeting 
of London, for 1863, has been read. After 
which the feeling arose amongst us, to which 
expression was given, “ Behold, how good and 
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity:” abiding under that feeling, we 
seemed measurably to be baptized by the One 
Spirit in one body. 

Our coming together, we have gratefully to 
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acknowledge, has been a time of Divine favor, 
and we humbly believe of renewal of strength. 

With Christian and brotherly love we affec- 
tionately bid you farewell. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meet- 
ing of the Society of Friends in Tasmania, 
held at Hobart Town, on the 4th, and by ad- 
journments on the 7th, 8th, and 10th days of 
the 3d month, 1864. 

By R. ANDREW MATHER, 
Clerk to the Meeting this year. 


America of the munificent value of full 
£200,000 to Ireland and Lancashire in the 
time of their distress, call on the Christian 
people of Great Britain for an adequate return, 
and the Baptist Union, therefore, recommends 
the case as one for prompt and liberal contri- 


butions throughout the Baptist Churches.” 
It must be gratifying to our friend Levi 


Coffin that in this instance, as in many others, 
his benevolent efforts met a warm response ; 
and it appears also that in dining with a large 
company of the members of the Baptist Union, 
he had an opportunity of correcting an error, 
which extensively prevails in England, that 
the refugees from slavery have made their way 
into the Northern or Free States. 

The paper from which we derive the above 
information, further states, that a draft had 
been received from our friend Frederick Mackie 
for £13. 7s. 4d., the amount of a collection 
made by Friends in South Australia for the 
relief of the fugitive slaves. In communicating 
this interesting circumstance, Henry Brown of 
Norwich, very properly desired “ that it may be 
known that there are those in that distant colo- 
ny who thus give practical evidence of their 
sympathy for this injured and suffering race.” 
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PHILADELPHIA, ELEVENTH MONTH 26, 1864. 





Decrease oF EstueR StEBoumM.—Many 
Friends in this country, remembering with 
grateful and affectionate interest the religious 
visit of our beloved friend, Benjamin Seebohm, 
will have their Christian sympathy awakened 
for him by the intelligence of the death of his 
wife, Esther Seebohm, which occurred on the 
28th of last month. Her illness had been of 
several months’ duration, with varying prospects 
as to her recovery. 





Foreign AID FOR THE FREED-PEOPLE.— 
We learn from the London Friend that the 
Baptist Union, an organization of ministers 
and delegates of Baptist Churches, held its 
autumnal session last month at Birmingham, 
and was attended by about two hundred and 
fifty members. Our friend, Levi Coffin, of 
Cincinnati, who, our readers are aware, has 
been several months in England and Ireland, 
with a view of enlisting substantial sympathy 
for the freed-people, was officially introduced 
in one of the sessions, and at the same time a 
memorigl from the Birmingham Freedmen’s 
Aid Association was read, setting forth the 
claims of the freed negroes on British Chris- 
tians. This was followed by the hearty and 
unanimous adoption of the following resolu- 
tion :-— 

“That, on unquestionable evidence, there 
are now far more than a million, and probably 
one and a half millions of refugees from slavery 
under the sheltering care of bands of Christian 
benefactors from the Northern States, and that 
these Christian people are carrying on a great 
and successful work with inadequate means 
and overtasked strength. That these facts, 
taken in connection with the contribution by 





Isaac Rosson 1n ITaty.—Our readers are 
already informed that Isaac Robson—son of 
our late beloved friends, Thomas and Elizabeth 
Robson—was, last spring, liberated, as a min- 
ister of the Gospel, to travel on religious ser- 
vice in France and Italy. Our ninth number 
contained a brief account of his progress as far 
as Leghorn, and it is interesting to follow him 
and his companion in their journey, although 
a particular statement of their labors cannot 
now be given. The London Friend says :— 
‘¢Tsaac Robson and Charles Fox attended the 
usual meeting of the Italian Evangelical Church 
at Leghorn on the 14th of Ninth Month. The 
next day they went to Florence, where they 
remained till the 21st, attending the meetings 
of the Scotch Kirk, the Vaudois and the Con- 
gregation of Pastor Gualtier. On the 21st they 
sat with a small gathering of working men at 
Lucca, and on the 22d and 23d were present 
at the meetings of the Vaudois and Plymouth- 
ist Congregations at Pisa. At Carrara on the 
24th they had a meeting with about 150 
converts, mostly laborers in the marble quar- 
ries; and on the 25th, 26th and 27th visited 
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small companies at Lerici, Sarzana, Arcola, 
and Spezzia. They arrived at Genoa on the 
29th, and were present at the meeting of the 
Italian Evangelical Church the same evening. 
At Spinetto, near Alessandria, they held a meet- 
ing with a few peasants on the Ist of Tenth 
month. The next day they arrived at Turin, 
where on the evening of the 3d, they meta 
large company, half of them converts and half 
Vaudois, in Dr. Meille’s chapel. On the 4th, 
they went to Montestrutto, near Ivrea, where 
they sat with a small company of peasants, and 
proceeded to Milan on the 5th. Here they 
were present at meetings of the Free 
Church on the 6th, the Wesleyans on the 7th, 
and two congregations of brethren on the 8th 
and 10th. They had a small meeting at Pavia 
on the 9th; two with the Free Church and the 
Vaudois at Como on the 11th and [2th; and 
visited two little companies at Augegnioand S. 
Fidele on the 13th, and one at Intra on the 
14th, returning to Milan the next day, and 
holding meetings at Caravaggio and Cremona 
on First-day the 16th of 10th month.” 


ooo 








Diep, at Pleasant Hill, Howard county, Indiana, 
RacHEL, youngest daughter of Jesse and Mary Mar- 
shall, aged 17 years, 10 months and 3 days. 


, at the same place, on the 4th of 10th month, 
1864, Jesse MARSHALL, (mentioned above,) aged 61 
years 2 months and 7 days. Both esteemed mem- 
bers of Pleasant Hill Monthly Meeting. 


, at Sugar Creek, Iowa, on the 3d of 10th 
month, 1864, Cuarity, wife of Albert E. Kenworthy, 
in the 2lst year of her age. She expressed, some 
time before her death, that she was not long for this 
world, and if it was her Father’s will, she was 
ready. During her short but painful illness she 
gave much good counsel, and when near her close, 
said she was happy and ready to go home. 

——, on the 25th of 2d month, 1864, Amos T., son 
of Aquilla and Harriet E. Lewis, aged 9 years, 4 
months and 9 days; a member of Clear Creek Monthly 
Meeting, Ohio. This dear child was a regular at- 
tender of the First-day school, and although so 
young he seemed to understand with remarkable 
clearness ; and it is comforting to those who mourn 
his early death, that Jesus hath said, ‘‘ Suffer littlle 
children to come unto me and forbid them not.” 


——,, on the 9th of 10th month, 1864, in the 51st 
year of his age, Wiru1am Carrer, an Elder of Mill 
Creek Monthly Meeting, Ind. He was of a meek 
and quiet disposition of mind, yet, through the 
blessing of Divine grace, he was made of quick dis- 
cernment and sound judgment in the cause of truth, 
and the support of discipline. While his friends 
mourn the loss to themselves and the church, they 
are comforted in the precious promise that ‘‘ There 
remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.’’ 














Sais 
A stated meeting of the “ Women’s Aid Associa- 
tion,” will be held at the corner of 5th and Cherry 
Streets, on Seventh-day afternoon, the 26th inst., 
at half-past 3 o’clock. E. L. Suiru., Secretary. 
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INDIANA YEARLY MEETING. 

[In addition to the account already publish- 
ed of the proceedings of Indiana Yearly Meet- 
ing, we intend to extract, from the printed 
Minutes, some of the most important items, 
commencing with the following :—] 

Fifth-day morning, Ninth month 29th, 1864. 

The Queries and Answers to them from the 
Quarterly Meetings have been read, and the 
meeting entered upon the consideration of the 
religious condition of the body. 

During this engagement we have felt that 
our Heavenly Father has condescended to bless 
us together, and has poured out his spirit upon 
us and filled our hearts with praises to Him 
for His goodness and mercy. 

The great duty of Christian love one toward 
another was adverted to. “If we love one 
another, God dwelleth in us and his love is 
perfected in us.” Unless we feel the pardon- 
ing love of God in our hearts we cannot attain 
to that fulness of love for each other, which 
should exist among brethren. “ If God so loved 
us we ought also to love one another.” 

“ Except a man be born again he cannot see 
the kingdom of God ;” this work of regener- 
ation is the true remedy for all our shortcom- 
ings, weaknesses and frailties. We do not take 
it for granted that every one who has had a 
birthright and education, and grown up to man- 
hood among Friends, is on that account con- 
stituted a member of the Church of Christ, 
and becomes thereby really and truly a spirit- 
ual man. Noman can love Christ until he is 
converted and his heart becomes changed, for 
“the natural man receiveth not the things of 
the spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto 
him, neither can he know them, for they are 
spiritually discerned.” Those who have not 
experienced this change come very far short of 
enjoying the privilege of true worship in our re- 
ligious meetings, whilst those who have, rejoice 
to meet together and enjoy that communion of 
spirit which is the privilege of true worship- 
pers. We may often go to our meetings fatigued 
with labor, full of the cares of this world, and 
weary in body and mind, and under such cir- 
cumstances we shall be dull and lifeless, and 
perhaps even drowsy, unless we come to Christ, 
the living fountain, and receive that refresh- 
ment of spirit which will enable us to perform 
our acts of devotion acceptably. 

Those who have tasted the joys of salvation 
and walk in newness of life will often, not on- 
ly at meetings but also when about their daily 
business, have their hearts filled with a sense of 
the love of Christ, and become as lively stones 
in His building. 

Those who have not thus come to Christ 
were impressively exhorted to tarry no longer, 
but at once to turn to Him whose will it is that. 
we should have life and have it n.ore abundant- 
ly. Let all such seek to know themselves—to 
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see themselves as they are seen by Him who 
searcheth the heart—let their prayer be 
‘Search me, O God, and know my heart, try 
me and know my thoughts, and see if there be 
any wicked way in me and lead me in the way 


everlasting’.’ 


We may have good desires and love to see 
the cause of truth prosper, but we can not be 
true Christians nor teach our children the Gos- 
pel unless we have an experimental knowledge 
of it ourselves, for we must come under the 
discipline of the cross if we would discipline 
our children. It is our duty to teach our 
children the great truths of the Bible, and to 
lead them to Christ and point them to the glo- 
ries of heaven, and to that loving Saviour who 
sits upon the right hand of God; and let us, 
drinking deep of the waters of life, pray for 
them, that they may be converted to God and 
to Christ; can we say to them, “ come, see a 
man that told me all things that ever I did; is 
not this the Christ?” 

If we were faithful there would be an altar 
erected in every family, from which the true 
incense of prayer would daily arise; a Chris- 
tian can not live without prayer, it is his vital 
breath, it is the spontaneous production of the 
Spirit, and he lives to glorify God in the body 
and in the spirit, and it becomes his meat an 
drink to do the will of God. 

We deeply regret to learn from the Reports 
of all the Quarterly Meetings, that some of our 
members have been induced, by a false notion 
of duty to their government, and by the fasci- 
nation of military glory, to engage in bearing 
arms, and in military service. Whilst we be- 
lieve the proportion of such is small, we think 
it right again to record our emphatic disavowal 
of all such services, as contrary to the Gospel 
of Christ, and to the long-established views of 
our religious Society. Founded as our views 
are upon the plain precepts of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, we believe that no cir- 
cumstance can occur to annul orto change them. 
It is our earnest desire that they may be main- 
tained by all our members inviolate, and that 
in these times of military activity, none may 
be led into anything which may in any way 
compromise them, or render us in any way lia- 
ble to the imputation of surrendering our peace 
principles. Let all our members be careful not 
only toavoid any participation in bearing arms, 
or any other military service, but also be 
watchful in all their words and actions, to show 
that they are truly the disciples of the Prince 
of Peace. 

Friends are desired so to act toward those 
who have been thus led astray, as to show that 
the Church still, in the spirit of our Divine 
Master, follows them with feelings of love and 
pity. 

Deep sympathy has been felt for those of 
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recent draft. We advise that toward all such 
a large measure of love and sympathy may be 
extended by their brethren, and especially by 
those who are not legally liable to these bur- 
dens ; and as we should béar each other’s bur- 
dens, and suffer with those that suffer, that we 
may extend to such, not only advice and coun- 
sel, but, if need be, pecuniary assistance, to 
those who feel themselves at liberty to accept 
the provisions extended by our government to 
non-combatants. 


[The following Friends were recorded as 
Ministers during the past year:—Robert W. 
Douglas, Ann Marmon, Elkanah Beard, Daniel 
Hill, Sarah B. Woodard, John Allen, John 
Hammer and Mary H. Rogers.] 


Sixth-day afternoon, Ninth-month 30, 1864. 


Report of Indiana Yearly Meeting’s Executive 
Committee on Freedmen. 


To Indiana Yearly Meeting of Friends: 


The Committee met at the close of our last 
Yearly Meeting, and organized by appointing 
a Secretary and Treasurer and a General Re- 
ceiving Ager-t, to see that all goods and cloth- 
ing contributed for the relief of the Freed peo- 
ple were speedily forwarded. We also prepared 
circulars, giving notice of our organization, 
with a brief appeal to Friends for aid, a copy 
of which was forwarded to all the Monthly 
Meetings in the West. Many responded with 
alacrity to this call, and as the funds were re- 
ceived by our Treasurer, they were iavested in 
goods for clothing, made into garments, and 
forwarded with a large amount of second-hand 
clothing, received from Friends and others, for 
distribution among the most destitute. 

Entering, as we did, an untried field, without 
experience, every step demanded careful delib- 
eration ; hence our meetings were frequent and 
protracted. One of the first and most important 
subjects which claimed our consideration was 
the selection and proper location of suitable 
agents, to report upon the number, condition 
and most pressing wants of the freedmen, judi- 
ciously distribute such articles as might be for- 
warded for their relief, and, at the same time, 
labor to promote all their best interests— 
physical, moral social, and spiritual. 

At the time of our first meeting, Elkanah 
Beard informed the Committee, that he felt a 
concern to labor among these people in the vi- 
cinity of Vicksburg ; his wife, Irena Beard, 
also proposed to accompany and assist her hus- 
band in the work. The Committee engaged 
their services, and, accompanied by Lizzie 
Bond, they went directly forward, and located 
at Young’s Point near Vicksburg. Here they 
found about 2500 freedmen, in a most wretch- 
ed and degraded condition. Our friends built 
a cabin for a dwelling, and another for a 
schoolhouse, in which a school was opened by 


our members who have been included in the'Lizzie Bond, and subsequently two other 
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schools were opened in the same vicinity, one 
by Lucinda B. Jenkins, and the other by Mary 
K. Pinkham. These schools were continued 
during the winter and spring. The number 
of scholars in each varied from 75 to 120. 

The increasing demands made upon Elkanah 
and Irena Beard’s time and attention, by the 
Superintendent of Freedmen, and by different 
Relief Associations, was such, that early in the 
Second month, we accepted the services of our 
friends James and Sarah Smith, and sent them 
to their assistance. Whenever E. and I. Beard 
were absent, on visits to other camps, to relieve 
the destitute, correct abuses, and inaugurate 
much-needed reforms, J. and S. Smith had the 
general oversight of the colony at Young’s 
Point, and their time was chiefly occupied in 
carefully examining into the wants and domestic 
habits of the freedmen, not only in this imme 
diate vicinity, but upon many of the abandoned 
plantations, inspecting their huts, distributing 
to the truly destitute, administering to the sick, 
holding meetings for worship among them, in- 
structing and encouraging all classes, and en- 
joining, especially upon the women, the neces- 
sity of cleanliness and decency. 

The labors of all our friends here were re- 
markably blessed to those under their charge. 
Their work was not confined to Young’s Point ; 
they administered to the necessities of thousands 
of freedmen at other places along the Mississippi 
river. Atthe urgent request of General Bu 
ford, Post Commandant at Helena, that we 
would send some members of our Society to es- 
tablish an Asylum at that place, for colored 
orphan children, numbers of whom were repre- 
sented to be suffering greatly from neglect 
and exposure, the Committee engaged the ser- 
vices of Calvin and Alida Clark, Susan L. Hor- 
ney and Martha Ann Macy, to proceed to that 
place and establish an Asylum for this helpless 
class On their arrival, General Buford and 
wife manifested deep interest in the concern, 
and rendered much aid in furnishing buildings, 
ete. There are now about fifty orphans in this 
Asylum. Besides these, many have been taught 
in another school by our teachers at that place. 
The Asylum is at present under the care of 
John L. Roberts, Susan L. Horney, Joanna P. 
Moore and William Penn Hunnicutt. 

About the beginning of the present year, we 
learned that large numbers of freedmen, mostly 
women and children, had arrived within the 
Union lines in the State of Tennessee, ina very 
destitute condition. The Committee issued a 
second appeal to Friends in behalf of those who 
were “ready to perish.” This was liberally 
responded to, and a large amount of clothing 
was procured and forwarded. Walter T. Car- 
penter, at the request of the Committee, visited 
the several points at which the sufferers were col- 
lected, received the goods and attended to their 
distribution, until he was relieved by the arrival 


of Daniel Hill. He also informed us that there 
were large numbers of freedmen at Pulaski and 
other points, who were anxious to have schools es- 
tablished among them ; and the Government au- 
thorities offering to second our efforts in this 
direction, Daniel Hill, a member of this Com- 
mittee, accompanied by Oliver White and Mah- 
lon A. Thomas, proceeded to Pulaski, where 
the last named Friends opened a school, which 
was attended by about 250 students ; and many 
others wished to attend but could not be accom- 
modated. Daniel Hill soon returned to Nash- 
ville to superintend the distribution of clothing, 
in which labor he was assisted by Ethan A. 
Mote, until the latter could secure a house in 
which to open a school for the freedmen. Be- 
ing still encouraged by the authorities, the 
Committee made further efforts for the opening 
of schools in Tennessee, and in the Fourth wonth 
deputed Zeri Hough and wife, the former a 
member of this Committee, with a corps of as- 
sistants, viz: Miriam A. Thomas, Mary Annis 
Wickersham and Sallie E. Wilson, to Jabor as 
way might open for it, to promote the welfare 
of the poor freedmen. Upon their arrival at 
Nashville, however, such changes had been 
made by Government authorities, that it was 
not thought best to go further south, ard they 
employed themselves for a time in and about 
that place, in teaching, administering to the 
sick, distributing clothing, ete: Our operations 
at Nashville were progressing very satisfactorily, 
when the unexpected illness of our delegation 
there compelled us to suspend our labors. It 
will be seen by the Treasurer’s and Receiving 
Agent’s reports, that contributions have been 
received, not only from Friends and others in 
the Western States, but from New England, 
New York, and Pennsylvania, and a large 
amount from Friends of Great Britain, through 
Josiah Forster. While these offerings from our 
distant brethren have greatly enlarged our op- 
erations and increased our responsibilities, we 
have thankfully accepted them, on behalf of 
the suffering freedmen, and have endeavored to 
apply them in a manner which, we trust, will 
be satisfactory to the donors. The Minute of 
our appointment requires that our “ labor shall 
be directed especially to the relief of the physi- 
cal necessities of those who have been recently 
released from slavery, and their advancement 
in knowledge and religion.’’ While our efforts, 
at first, were almost wholly directed to supply- 
ing clothing for the destitute, we did not neglect 
our duty to supply, according to our ability, the 
demands of their higher nature, by sending 
Christian laborers to instruct their minds, and 
to aid in leading them to Christ. And while 
we feel that we have not done all that we de- 
sired, owing to the unsettled state of the coun- 
try, yet we believe a good foundation has been 
laid, by thus sowing seeds, which we trust will 
spring up and bear much fruit. 
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[The Treasurer’s statement shows the amount 
of money received by the Committee to be 
$28,206.70 and the expenditures $23,152.37. 
The value of the goods, clothing, &c., contribu- 
ted was estimated at $15,485.] 





ORANGES OR APPLES OF GOLD. 
(Concluded from page 188.) 


In this country, oranges were first known 
towards the end of Henry VIII.’s reign. As 
navigation and commerce expanded, the sup- 
ply of oranges became more abundant, and the 
consumption of them, of course, more popular. 
A vast extension of the trade has taken place 
This has been partly due to 
the improved means of conveyance, but mainly 
to the withdrawal of the duty. For a long 
time half-a-crown per box was levied by the 
In 1853, the charge was re- 
duced to eightpence; and in 1861, it was abol- 
Some difficulty has been 
thrown ia the way of comparison through the 
import of oranges, which used to be computed 


of recent years. 


Custom-house. 


ished altogether. 


by boxes, being now measured by bushels. 


Speaking roughly, however, we may say that the 
average annual import in the five years ending 


with 1850, was about three hundred million. 
During the five years ending 1860, it was between 
six and seven hundred million. 
third of this supply finds its way to London. 
Half of it is derived from the Azores, a fifth 
from Portugal, and the rest from Spain, Sicily, 
and elsewhere. The value of the fruit import- 
ed now reaches nearly six hundred thousand 
pounds sterling a year, and gives employment, 
it is calculated, in picking, packing, shipping 
and selling, to more than twelve thousand per- 
sons throughout the country. Fully two hun- 
dred clipper-steamers are engaged from No- 
vember to May in conveying the fruit from 
the Azores to London, Liverpool, Bristol, and 
other English ports. 

The wholesale orange-trade of the metropo- 
lis—one might almost say of the country—is lo- 
cated in the narrow and somewhat steep streets 
between Pudding Lane (memorable, according 
to tradition, as the point in connection with the 
Great Fire) and the Coal Exchange, which 
run up from Thames street to Tower street. 
In the season, the tall dingy warehouses of this 
region appear overflowing with the golden 
fruit. There it is in bursting boxes, in swol- 
len sacks, in loose heaps. Porters are contin- 
ually passing up and down, staggering under 
loads of oranges. Huge vans are being emp- 
tied of or packed with oranges. In dark shops 
or counting houses on the ground-floor, into 
which a faint light is thrown by the aid of tin 
reflectors, expert dealers are classifying oranges, 
as fast as they can pick them out of the boxes, 
just rolling them deftly between finger and 
thumb, and chucking them at once into the bin 
which denotes their value. In bare, dusty sale- 
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rooms, a motley throng of middle-men and retail- 
ers are shrieking responses to the appeals of sharp 
but unimpassioned auctioneers, who are offer- 
ing oranges for sale—the Jewish element 1s 
rather conspicuous amongst the company, and 
the national excitability seems to be rather 
contagious. In Pudding Lane, three or four 
orange-auctions often take place on the same 
day, within a few minutes of each other ; and as 
they are quickly over, the crowd of buyers 
hurry from one to another, until their wants 
or supplies are exhausted. 

As has been said, more than a third of the 
total import of oranges is disposed of wholesale 
in London ; and of that fully a fourth is re- 
tailed by itinerant venders. Probably forty 
thousand pounds a year are spent in the streets 
for the purchase of this fruit. The Jews en- 
joy almost a monopoly of the trade with the 
costermongers; and their chief market is in 
Duke’s street, Houndsditch, and the large 
square adjoining, called St. James’s Place. 
Here the children of Israel have established a 
numerous colony. Even if Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob were not written up over the door- 
ways; even if there were not a. large syna- 
gogue at hand, a certificated butcher at the 
corner of one street, who supplies meat slaugh- 
tered in accordance with the Levitical law ; 
and a fish-dealer at the corner of another, who 
sells fish cooked in oil, after a fashion peculiar to 
the chosen people—one could have no difficulty 
in recognizing the vationality of the inhabi- 
tants of this strange quarter, which is neither 
so filthy nor so picturesque as the Judengasse 
of Frankfort, but is quite as characteristic. 
We have, in a modified form, the same combi- 
nation of prosperity and squalor, gorgeousness 
and dirt. Such dingy, rickety, tumble-down 
houses—such ruinous, dismantled shops, are 
not to be seen elsewhere, even in the lowest 
back-slums of the metropolis. But if you get 
a peep into any of the private chambers of these 
houses,, you will find a marked contrast be- 
tween exterior and interior; you will find 
them fitted up in a loose untidy way, with 
glaring carpets and curtains of rich material, 
grand gilt clocks, mirrors, and other showy 
ornaments. As for the people themselves, the 
men with yellow wizened faces, keen, hungry 
looks, and greasy old garmonts, they look much 
below the sturdy costers, with their moleskins 
and “belchers,” in the scale of poverty, yet 
they are, many of them, wealthy men, with a 
comfortable balance at their banker’s, and per- 
haps two or three heavy chests of miscellaneous 
bullion aloft in the crumbling, mildewed garret. 
It is in the adornment of their women that the 
Jews, like the Greeks, indulge their innate love 
of splendor. In Duke’s street the women gen- 
erally attend to the shops, while the men are 
at the wholesale auctions. The costermongers, 


Mr. Mayhew says, prefer the Jews to other 
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dealers, for, though thef are keen and greedy, |some obstruction, and again resumed when it 
they seldom refuse an offer; while the Co-|was passed. A very singular unity of design ap- 
vent Garden dealers cling obstinately to their | peared to actuate them, though not to the exclu- 
prices, and are rather sauoy in their “ take-it-|sion of individual opinion. Sometimes, near or 
or-leave-it” tone to customers. At one time|at the head of the column, members would have 
the street-sale of oranges used to be very much | different inclinations respecting their course, 
in the hands of the Jews; but that shrewd |and would each one go as he felt best satisfied, 
money-making race seem now to have taken up followed and overlaid by others, and giving the 
the line of “ middle-nen” between the import-| colony the semblance of a snake with several 
ers and retailers, and have left the basket and|heads. This policy, if persisted in, must soon 
barrow to the Irish and other costers. Thus | lead to a total separation, which being opposed 
we see the orange is not only a cheap and/|to the instincts of the body, those behind would 
wholesome luxury, but the basis of a large, | soon select and follow one of the leading branch- 
complicated and important industry—Cham-|es, and the others, not finding their judgment 
herds Soavaal supported by the united sentiment of the com- 

+++ munity, would retrace their steps and again har- 
monize with the rest, though in a less advanced 
position. Much speculation was aroused as to 
their origin, purpose, destination and name; and 
but two or three instances were mentioned, when 
a similar phenomenon had been observed, and 
a very close attention was given to what seemed 
so singular, as we hoped that some of our men- 
tal queries could be answered by further observa- 
tion. By pressing upon the side of the column, 
a portion three or four inches in length was 
overturned, the worms adhering together, with- 
out, however, any appearance of slime or viscid- 
ity as a bond between them, and replaced them- 
selves with something like an elastic force. 
When more force was applied, the column 
was divided, the parts contracting so as to leave 
an interval of one quarter to one-half an inch 
between them; when the head portion, appa- 
rently aware that there was an interruption in 
their continuity, sent off an embassy, not di- 
rectly back,but in a circuitous manner, from near 
the breach, until they came in contact with the 
hinder portion, which had remained where they 
were ; when the latter immediately commenced 
advancing on the line of communication thus re- 
stored, and they soon formed as regular a figure 
as before the disruption. If one individual be- 
vame detached to the side of the rest he seemed 
bewildered and was soon left behind ; but, if left 
on the track of the body, he struggled hard to 
regain his communion with them, and some- 
times with success. When the head of the 
party reached a crevice, less in width than half 
the length of one of the worms, the leaders 
would reach across and the others continue on 
over them, forming thus a movable suspension 
bridge, resembling a chain drawn across an 
opening, sinking somewhat in the middle by its 
weight, but still maintaining the proper connee- 
tion of the parts. Whena wide space between 
the bricks, leading nearly in the direction they 
were moving, was reached, they descended into 
it and continued along: to the end, when they 
emerged in a direction parallel to their first 
course; although some, at first, sthrted on in 
the same line with the crevice. These soon 
drew back inte the body, thus showing their 











































CURIOUS COLONY OF WORMS. 


[An incident similar to that described in the 
following article, which is copied from The 
Friend, was once witnessed at his own residence 
by the editor of Friends’ Review. ] 

On the first of Tenth month, the residents of 
Westtown Boarding School were interested in 
observing a very singular colony or family of 
worms. They were first noticed by the writer, 
who had his attention drawn to what seemed a 
shred of grey cloth lying upon the brick walk. 
The appearance of voluntary motion induced a 
closer examination, the result of which afforded 
much interest. The general appearance was 
that of a snake; broad and thick in the middle 
and tapering gradually in each direction—per- 
haps 15 or 16 inches in length, and five or six 
eighths of an inch in thickness and breadth in 
the middle. It consisted of eight hundred or 
one thousand small worms, alike in every respect, 
about five-eighths of an inch in length and one- 
sixteenth in thickness, with shining black heads 
and nearly transparent bodies, through which 
we could see their intestines; and having the 
appearance and lustre of glass. They were trav- 
elling by common consent, toward the west; 
having no leader, but passing forward with a 
double mution—thuat of the body, and that of 
the individual,—in this manner. There were 
five or six layers of them; the lower ones mov- 
ing forward slowly, encumbered by the weight 
of those above them, and the upper ones passing 
smartly over the others and coming down in 
front of them, to become the lowest series in their 
turn, and so remain, still moving slowly forward, 
until, the bulk of the body having passed over, 
they could again become the upper tier. They 
did not appear to have any feet, but seemed to 
progress by the aid of the contractile rings of 
which the body of each was composed; nor 
could I perceive any difference in this respect 
between their upper and under surfaces, though 
they maintained their proper position with con- 
siderable tenacity. Their course was not a 
straight line, but had, throughout, the same gen- 
eral direction, though temporarily altered by 
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submission to the judgment of their fellows. 
Thus they pursued their journey until dusk, 
having advanced seven or eight feet in as many 
hours, when each one stopped where he was, 
without in any manner altering their position 
or line of march. A gentle rain had commenced 
falling, and a rail was jaid over them in or- 
der that they might rest more comfortably 
through the night. In the morning not a trace of 
them was to be found; though a group of poul- 
try standing meditatively in the vicinity, might 
have been philosophizing on their taste, digest- 
ibility, and other qualities which had not as 
yet engaged our attention. 

A few days after, a similar party was found 
near the same place, a little larger in size than 
the others, and moving nearly in the same direc- 
tion. When they cawe to the stones which bor- 
dered the brick walk, and were set edgewise along 
it to prevent the bricks from spreading apart, 
they began to climb perpendicularly a height of 
two or three inches, and pass on in thesame direc- 
tion as before, but when about half the family had 
ascended, the weight of those below separated 
them from those above, and the two divisions 
were left with an interval of two inches or more 
between them. What could be donenow? It 
did not take them long to decide. The lower 
party commenced moving along the front of the 
opposing wall at a right angle to their former 
course, and those that had gained the top of the 
ascent retraced their steps and united again with 
the others, and so they journeyed, until, finding 
a convenient gap between the stoves, they all 
went among the grass roots and it is believed, 
finally into the ground. We believe, also, that 
we had traced this party from a hole on the 
other side of the walk, out of which they seem- 
ed to have emerged. 

1 have mentioned the principal facts that came 
under our notice, respecting these curious crea- 
tures and I will now briefly allude to their prob- 
able origin and destination. All the entomolo- 
gical works at hand were consulted, and the most 
light was thrown on the subject by Kirby and 
Spence, who state that De Geer mentions a spe- 
cies of Tipularia or gnats, that in the larva state 
travel in bands of perhaps an inch in width and 
several feet in length, not, however, as far 
as we can ascertain, consisting of several layers. 

The Cnethocampa processionea, (or oak moth, ) 
also, in the larva state, is knownin France to 
travel somewhat in the same manner, following 
however, a certain leader in contiguous ranks 
and thus more resembling a monarchical or patri- 
archal government, than the pure democracy re- 
presented by those I have been describing. The 
larva of a Fir moth is said to travel in single 
file, the head of each touching the tail of his 
predecessor, in a column of many yardsin length. 
These come the nearest to the creatures we have 
been observing, but none of them resemble} 
them in habit sufficiently to be considered iden- 


tical. As I have asceftained that a year or two 
ago a similar body was seen ascending a tree, 
it may be thought that they were a variety of 
caterpillar of one brood, that having exhaust- 
ted the supply of food on the plant where they 
were hatched, were now, directed by instinct, 
journeying toward another of a similar kind. 
This wants confirmation, and, indeed, the facts 
I have related would rather seem to suggest 
that they had been travelling under the surface 
of the ground until their course was arrested by 
the stones referred to, when they came up, and 
so continued until they had passed the obsta- 
cle, and again resumed their subterranean 
course. A considerable number of persons 
have had their interest excited by these ani- 
mals, and would be glad to hear anything fur- 
ther that may be known by any of our readers 
concerning their origin and destination. I for- 
bear making any allusions to ideas of a religious 
or political nature to which the phenomenon 
has given rise, and which will probably sug- 
gest themselves to the mind of those who peruse 
this account. E. 


—_—-2<49 = —___ 


“ Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that 
would borrow of thee, turn not thou away.” 
Matt. v. 4. 


O stay not thy hand, when the winter winds rude 
Blow cold through the dwelling of want and des- 
pair 
To ask if misfortune has come to the good, 
Or if folly has wrought the sad wreck that is there. 


When the heart-stricken wanderer asks thee for 
bread, 
In suffering he bows to necessity’s laws; 
When the wife moans in sadness, the children unfed, 
The cup must be bitter,—oh! ask not the cause. 


When the Saviour of men raised his finger to heal, 
Did*be ask if the sufferer was Gentile or Jew? 
When thousands were fed with tbe bountiful meal, 

Did he give it alone to the faithful and few? 


Ob, scan not too closely the frailties of those, 
Whose bosoms may bleed on a cold winter’s day ; 
But give to the friendless, who tells thee his woes, 
And ‘‘from him that would borrow, oh! turn not 
away.” 
———__-+-~er—- 


“ Arise and depart, for this is not your rest.” 


When Heaven’s unerring pencil writes on every pil- 
grim’s breast, 

A passport through this changeful world, ‘Lo! this 
is not your rest:” 

Why build ye towers, ye fleeting race? why bowere 
of fragrance rear? 

As if your unbelieving souls would make their Eden 
here. 


In vain, in vain! wild storms arise, and o’er your 
bulwarks} sweep ; 

But when loud thunders wake the waves, and deep 
replies to deep, 

When on your desolated path, Hope’s glittering 
fragments lay, 


Spring up,and fix your grasp on joys that never can 
decay. 
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If like an ice-bolt to the heart, frail Friendship’s 
alter’d eye 

Displays those cherish’d garlands dead, she boasted 
could not die; 

Lift, lift to an Eternal Friend your agonizing prayer, 

The souls who put their trust in Him shall never 
know despair. 


the election of Deputies, which he requested them 
to consider and adopt by the end of the month; de- 
claring that if the Assembly should not complete 
those measures within the specified time, he reserved 
to himself the liberty of acting on the matter as he 
should deem best, holding the Assembly responsible 
for the consequences. The message caused great 
excitement in the Assembly, but we have as yet no 
account of any decided action upon it. 


Japan.—Accounts previous to the recent attack 
by the allies on the fortifications at the Straits of 
Simonoseki represeut that the Tycoon, though ap- 
parently attempting to preserve a neutral position 
between the foreigners and the Prince of Nagato, 
the possessor of the forts alluded to, was really in 
league with the latter; that his Council forsook 
their posts when the British Minister threatened the 
attack, thus leaving no means of communication 
with the Tycoon, and that the latter threatened, if 
such a policy were pursued, to retire to Miaco, and 
abdicate in favar of the Mikado, or Spiritual Empe- 
ror, who ia well known to be opposed to intercourse 
with foreigners. TheTycoon is said to have pur- 
chased large quantities of arms in Europe. 


Soutn Arrica.—The Parliament of Natal hag 
passed a bill authorizing the construction of a rail- 
way from Port Natal to the interior, extending as 
far as Maritzburg, 160 miles, and guaranteeing in 
aid of it a yearly amount not exceeding £42,000, 
limited to fifty years. Within ten years it must be 
carried 100 miles beyond Maritzburg. This is to be 
the trunk line, and efforts are to be made to draw 
the trade of the interior by organizing systems of 
communication in different directions. Other rai}. 
roads are also proposed, which it is thought will 
greatly promote the business interests of the colony, 
The trade of the colony has trebled in three years 
Coa] exists in the country, which it is intended to 
mine and transport by the railroad, to furnish sup- 
plies for steamers touching at the port. At present 
coal is brought thither from England. , 

AusTRALIA.—Great dissatisfaction has been ex- 
pressed, for some time past, with the continuance of 
the practice of transporting convicts from England 
to this island. They are now landed only in West- 
ern Australia, but the people of the other colonies 
complain that they penetrate to other parts, and 
some of the officials of those colonies, having re- 
peatedly remonstrated, now threaten non-intercourse 
and the withdrawal of the annual subsidy paid by 
them to the line of steamers running to England. 

NortHern Araica.—A light-house erected at Cape 
Spartel, on the southern side of the Straits of Gibral- 
tar, was lighted for the first time on the 15th ult. It 
was built at the expense of the Emperor of Moroceo, 
although he possesses no ships, with a view of 
saving the livesof seamen. Thecare of the light is 
not to be intrusted to Moors, but it is under the su- 
pervision of a committee appointed by the Consuls 
of the Christian Powers, and a superintendent is 
expected from Belgium. 

Canapa.—The Journal of Quebec publishes what 
purports to be the substance of the proposed Con- 
stitution of the Confederation of British American 
Provinces, prepared by the recent Conference. The 
plan includes a General Government and Parliament 
to have the control of matters common to the whole 
country, with local Legislatures for the control of 
local affairs, the Federal government to be formed, 
as nearly as may be, on the model of the British 
Constitution. The executive power is to reside ia 
the sovereign of Great Britain, and to be admia- 
istered in person or by a representative. The Par- 
liament shall consist of a Legislative Council and a 
House of Commons; the first of 72 members, ap- 

























































When Fancy, she who bids young Thought its 
freshest incense bring, 

By stern reality rebuk’d, folds up her smitten wing: 

There is a brighter, broader realm, than she hath 
e’er reveal’d, 

From flesh-girt man’s exploring eye and earnest ear 
conceal’d. f 

Earth is Death’s palace! to his court he summons 
great and small; 

The crown’d, the peasant, and the slave, are but his 
minions all; 

We turn us from the trembling truth, the close pur- 
suit we fly, 

But stumble on the grave’s dark brink, and lay us 
down to die. L. H. 8. 


——_-~0—- -—___—_- 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Forrron Inrentigence.—Advices from Liverpool 
are to the 6th inst. 

DenMaRK aND GerMmany.—The articles of the 
treaty of peace had been published. The kingdom 
of Denmark is reduced to Jutland and the islands. 
Lauenburg is ceded to Prussia. Schleswig and 
Holstein are now independent Duchies, and the Ger- 
man Federal Diet is engaged in investigating the 
relative claims of the Duke of Augustenburg and 
the Grand Duke of Oldenburg to the sovereigaty of 
them. By the treaty, the portion of the Danish 
national debt which falls upon the Duchies amounts 
to 20,000,000 rigsdalers, about $11,000,000. Den- 
mark agrees to return the captured German ships, 
with their cargoes, where the latter have not been 
already sold ; and if sold, to compensate the owners. 


France.—The Emperor of Russia had completed 
bis visit to Nice, where the French Emperor met 
him, and an interchange of courtesies took place. 
The Russian Empress was expected to remain at 
Nice for the winter, for the benefit of her health. 


Spain.—An ambassador is said to have been sent 
with an ultimatum to Peru, demanding full and 
prompt satisfaction, failing which, it is supposed, 
war will be declared. 

Greecs.—The National Assembly has been hold- 
ing its sessions for some months past, and consider- 
ing a new Constitution for the country, which or- 
ganizes the government somewhat on the plan of 
the present French one. On account of strong an- 
tagonism between two parties, rather slow progress 
had been made in the work, but it was said to be 
nearly completed, when on the 19th ult. the King, 
by the advice of his Cabinet, sent to the Assembly 
@ communication, blaming the tardiness of their 
proceedings, as paralyzing all the measures of the 
Government, and contrary to the best interests of 
the nation, and likely to produce future injury; and 
informing them that, with a view to end such a con- 
dition of things, he had directed the Ministers to 
submit to them a draft of the concluding portion of 
the Constitution, not differing materially from the 
views previously expressed by the Assembly, and to 
inform them that he was prepared to accept and 
sign the parts already enacted, as well as those then 
submitted as soon as they should be adopted, and 
inviting them to vote thereupon within ten days. 
He also gave notice that the Ministers would trans- 
mit within ten days a draft of a bill for regulating 
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pointed for life by the Crown, and representing in 
equal proportions, Upper Canada, Lower Canada, 
and the three eastern Provinces together. The 
representation in the House of Commons shall be 
based on population. The duration of Parliament 
shall be five years, unless dissolved by the Gov- 
ernor-General. More than a year must never elapse 
between its sessions. Among other powers con- 
ferred on the general government is that of render- 
ing uniform all laws relative to property and civil 
rights and the procedure of the courts, in the dif- 
ferent provinces; but no statute passed for this ob- 
ject shall have force before having the sanction of 
the local Legislature. Each province is to have a 
Lieutenant-Governor, appointed by the Governor- 
General. In matters submitted concurrently to the 
control of the Parliament and the local Legislatures, 
tbe laws of the former shall be paramount. Bills 
for appropriating revenue or creating taxes or im- 
posts must originate in theypopular branch, either in 
Parliameut or the local Legislatures, on a message 
from the Governor-General or Lieutenant-Governor. 
Bills of Parliament will be subject to sanction or 
veto by the Crown, and those of the local Legisla- 
tures by the Governor-General. Ottawa is to be 
the seat of the Federal government, subject to 
change by the Crown. The sanction of the British 
Parliament, and of the local Parliaments, to this 
union of the provinces is to be sought. 


The trial of the St. Albans raiders has been ad- 
journed to the 13th prox. 


Domzstic.—A call has been issued by certain loyal 
men in Eastern Tennessee, for a preliminary State 
Convention to be held on the 19th of next month, 
at Nashville, to nominate a ticket for a Constitu- 
tional Convention to be voted for by loyu«l men, 
the Governor designating the day for the election, 
by proclamation atter the ticket shall have been 
formed. The object is to restore the State toits po- 
sition in the Union, and its representation in Con- 
gress, and to reorganize civil government. 


The official report of the vote in Maryland at the 
late Presidential election, gives, on the home vote, 
37,372 for Lincoln, and 32,418 for McClellan; in the 
soldiers’ vote, 2,797 for the former, and 321 for ‘the 
latter ; making the total majority for Lincoln and 
Johnson, 7,430. In 1860 Lincoln received 2,294 
votes, and the other three candidates, Breckenridge, 
Bell and Douglas, bad collectively 90,208, Brecken- 
ridge having 42,482. 

A general and almost total failure of both the 
sugar and cotton crops, has occurred in Louisiana 
the present year. Owing to the cold weather last 
winter, the siock of seed cane in the spring was in- 
sufficient, and in addition, the increased attention to 
the culture of cotton caused the cane to be neglect- 
ed. It is said that not over 12,000 hogsheads are 
expected to be sent to New Orleans from the planta- 
tions. The failure of the cotton is owing in part to 
continued rainy weather during the season, but 
more especially to the ravages of the cotton cater- 
pillar, which were so great, that in one instance, 
500 acres, which, before the appearance of those de- 
structive insects, fairly promised a bale of cotton per 
acre, actually produced only eight smali bales ; and 
they did better than most of the neighboring lands. 
In another case, a little less than 600 pounds were 
gathered from 2000 acres. 

The constitutional State Convention of Missouri is 
to meet in St. Louis on the 6th of 1st month next, 
and is expected to declare immediate emancipation. 
The entire radical ticket for members of Congress 
was elected, except one in St. Louis, lost by party 
division. 


Miuitary Arrairs.—The latest accounts from 
Port Royal, S. C., state that the flag of truce fleet, 
with rebel prisoners on board for exchange, was off 
that place, and that the arrangements for the ex- 
change were nearly carried out. 

In consequence of reports of intended guerilla 
incursions into Cumberland Valley, Pa., steps have 
been taken for the organization of the militia in the 
southern border counties, and over 1000 men had 
been armed and equipped by the State authorities 
previous to the 18th inst. It is hoped the prepara- 
tion made will prevent any such attempts. 

Gen. McClellan resigned his position as Major- 
General in the regular army of the United States, 
on the 8th inst. His resignation was accepted, and 
General Sheridan was at once appointed to the 
same rank to fill the vacancy thus made. 

General Butler has retired from the command of 
the troops in New York, and returned to the army 
on James river. Gen.Peck, also has withdrawn from 
the northern frontier, his presence there being 
thought no longer necessary. 

The latest detailed accounts from the Shenandoah 
Valley, represent General Early’s rebel force as 
having again fallen back southwardly beyond Stras- 
burg. Itis reported from Washington that it has 
left the valley, and proceeded by forced marches to 
Lynchburg. 

Information is received from Spottsylvania and 
Stafford counties, Va., that rebel conscripting offi- 
cers are traversing that region, and impressing into 
the service all men under 60 and boys over 15 years 
of age. Many men are hiding in the woods and en- 
deavoring to escape to the Union lines. It is said 
that Fredericksburg has become so depopulated 
that only about one-tenth of the houses are occu- 
pied, and fuel is so scarce that the inhabitants are 
pulling down the vacant houses to use the timbers 
for firewood. The market price of firewood there, 
it is said, is $150 per cord. 

General Gillem’s troops at Bull’s Gap, East Ten- 
nessee, were attacked on the 13th by a superior 
rebel force under General Breckinridge, and defeated 
with a loss of 400 prisoners, and some artillery, 
wagons, &c. The Union forces at Strawberry 
Plaius, 18 miles from Knoxville, were attacked on 
the 18th, but after a severe fight, continued at inter- 
vals through the day, the rebels were repulsed. 


An attempt by the rebels to force the picket lines 
at Dutch Gap, on the James river, on the night of 
the 17th, was repulsed. The canal which is in 
course of excavation at that point, under General 
Butler’s direction, is expected to be completed, it is 
said, by the beginning of next month. Itis of suffi- 
cieot depth to float the largest gunboats. 


As the ports of Norfolk, Va., and Fernandina and 
Pensacola, Fa., have been for some time in the mil- 
itary possession of the United States, the President 
has issued a proclamation announcing that, pursuant 
to the authority vested in him by the act of Con- 
gress of 6th month, 1861, the blockade of those 
parts shall so far cease from the 1st of next month, 
that commercial intercourse with them, except as to 
persons, things and information contraband of war, 
may be carried on, subject to the laws of the United 
States, to the limitations and regulations prescribed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, and to such mil- 
itary and naval regulations as are or may hereafter 
be in force. 

We have no authentic accounts of the movements 
or present position of Gen. Sherman and the main 
body of his army. The rebel papers give various 
and contradictory reports respecting him, among 
which it is impossible at present'to ascertain the 
truth, and our own authorities are silent. 


















